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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 3376 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 

TAGS: MASS, KU 

SUBJ: MILITARY MATTERS 

1. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH DOD REP, MAJ GEN SHAIKH SALEH, 

THE DEPUTY (AND ACTING) CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF REVEALED 
THAT KUWAIT MILITARY IS CONCERNED OVER RECENT (AND 
CONTINUING) IRAQI ARMORED ACTIVITY ALONG BORDER FROM 
UMM QASR TO ABOUT 20 MILES WEST. ALSO, MAJ GEN SALEH 
REVEALED THAT KUWAIT ARMY HAS MOVED AN UNSPECIFIED NUMBER 
OF TROOPS TO BUBIYAN ISLAND. 

2. IN GENERAL DISCUSSIONS, MAJ GEN SALEH STATED HIS 
CONCERN OVER KUWAIT MILITARY MODERNIZATION PROGRAM DUE 
TO THEIR MANPOWER PROBLEMS. THE LATTER HE VIEWS AS ONE 
OF QUALITY. DUE TO OTHER GOK PROGRAMS (EDUCATIONAL 
SUBSIDIES) HE BELIEVES THAT MILITARY IS GETTING "WHAT 

IS LEFT" AND IS CONCERNED. ALSO, HE EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN 
OVER LACK OF MOTIVATION ON THE PART OF THE MEN THEY 
ARE GETTING AND COMMENTED ON FACT THEY ARE WELL PAID BUT 
"EVERYONE HAS LOTS OF MONEY NOW." HE EXPRESSED DOUBT 
OVER GOK'S ABILITY TO RECRUIT SUFFICIENT QUALIFIED 
MANPOWER FOR AIR DEFENSE, AIR FORCE AND NAVY. HE CITED 
EXAMPLE OF RECENT GROUP (ABOUT 50) OF RECRUITS FOR AIR 
DEFENSE PROGRAM WHICH HE CHARACTERIZED AS "VERY YOUNG" 
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ONE MONTH BASIC TRAINING AND THEN BE SENT TO CONUS. 

HE ALSO EXPRESSED DISPLEASURE ABOUT SHORT NOTICE OF 
COMMENCEMENT OF IHAWK TRAINING (JUNE WITH START DATE 
DESIRED IN JULY). 

3. MAJ GEN SALEH ALSO REVEALED THAT CONSTRUCTION HAD 
STARTED ON JETTY AND NAVAL FACILITIES LOCATED ON A 
3 BY 4 KM AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF MINA SA'UD. 

(28-44N, 48-23E). 
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